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DAILY DREAMS: STUDY IN CULTURAL TEXT AND 

NARRATIVE  

By  
Da'ad R. Al-nasser  

Supervisor  
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Abstract   

In the contexts of the textual  Heritage of the Arabic Narrative , 
this study seeks to explore the  Daily Dreams  presenting elaborate 
accounts of its both dimensions : ideation and narration. Hence , texts 
from the Arabic heritage in addition to modern texts to be examined 
critically were collected to form the basic references of the study.  

The study sample embodies a variety of various narrative genres 
and settings of different times and geographical locations in an attempt to 
making it clear that  Daily Dreams  represents a comprehensive human 
and literary phenomenon. Yet, in my view, covering this topic thoroughly 
requires detailed research in narrower and more specific areas of 
investigation.  

The texts under examination and analysis were carefully selected from 
different narrative genres as follows :  

- Daily Dreams . 
- Al- Maqamat . 
- Al  Akhbaar. 
- Formal Biographies . 
- Public Biographies . 
- Fairy Tales .   

Daily Dreams  is basically considered a genre that enjoys equally 
formal and public acknowledgement. Nevertheless , the Islamic approach 
adds an aura of holiness to  Daily Dreams  since it is closely connected 
to prophetnhood as it had been pointed out by prophet Mohammad in one 
of his Hadiths.  
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In the world of literature , the  Daily Dreams  was first introduced 

by Al 

 
Wahrani . His book  Wahrani s Daily Dreams, Maqamat and 

letters was promoted by Ibn Khalkan who referred to its popularity after 
being translated.   

Daily Dreams  was investigated from the following perspectives:  

- Creating  Daily Dreams  as a linguistic term and as a historical 
account of its existence in old and modern civilizations . 

- The cultural systems that  Daily Dreams  advocates : the 
religious, political , literary and social in particular. 

- The cultural text that  Daily Dreams  represents . As shown in 
this paper,  Daily Dream  is similar to other creative texts in 
terms of its ability to present various discourses that enhance its 
intellectual and artistic values.  

At the Narrative level , Daily Dreams  was studied according to :  

- The narrative structure that shows the distinctive schemata of texts. 
Thus , three main structures can be distinguished representing the  
Daily Dreams  of : Al- Alakhbaar ( News ) , biographies and tales.  

- Studying the narrator , the narrated and the audience in different 
angles especially : types and functions. 

- Studying the formation of dreaming characters and their types 
discerning : the referential, imaginary, fairy and animal concluding 
this chapter with the effective character and its role in the narrative.  

- Examining the settings , i.e. time and place , in terms of description 
as well as denotation which reflects their value in the intellectual 
and artistic value of the text structure.  

The previous review shows the study s orientation that adopted the 
cultural criticism which basically deals with cultural systems , in addition 
to the narrative approach that helped to examine the general textual 
structures of the  Daily Dreams .  

Finally , this study came to the following conclusions according to the 
definition of  Daily Dreams :  

-  Daily Dreams  is a text that enjoys equal acknowledgement at 
the formal and public levels. 

- It is a fairy text where superstitious phenomena are cited in the 
actions , character formation and textual statements by the heroes.  
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- It is a text of a distinctive pattern belonging therefore to the Arabic 

and Islamic Cultural frame.   

And , at the narrative level , it can be concluded that  Daily Dreams  
are distinguished by :  

- Textual structures in the texts found in Al  Akhbaar , biographies , 
tales vary in their narrative structure . Yet , they are similar in the 
text and discourse. 

- Distinctive types , interpretations, knowledge and narrative 
functions. 

- Variation in the formation of characters . Nevertheless , all 
contribute to the intellectual and artistic value of the text they 
belong to .  

- The special significance of the setting in enhancing the intellectual 
and aesthetic levels of the text 

 

which are considered to be the 
basic objective of the writer -  coming in harmony with the general 
textual structure. In my view ,  Daily Dreams  are carefully 
written to serve the writers intentions at those particular levels.    
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